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YOUTH IN EMERGENCY SERVICES — BANKSIA HILL DETENTION CENTRE 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.15 am]: I would like to take this opportunity 
to update the house about the Youth in Emergency Services program being delivered at the Banksia Hill Detention 
Centre. The Banksia Hill YES program started in 2019, under the McGowan government—a partnership between 
the Department of Fire and Emergency Services and the Department of Justice. In a fun and interactive way, the 
program provides young people in the centre with emergency skills that they would not usually be exposed to. On 
3 September 2021, the ninth group of young people graduated from the program, bringing the total to almost 
60 graduates since it started. I would like to acknowledge the Minister for Corrective Services, who attended on 
the day to present graduates with their certificates. Prior to the graduation ceremony, participants worked as a team 
to complete a live emergency exercise to demonstrate their new skills—casualty extraction, firefighting, basic first 
aid and radio communications. They worked together in a vehicle accident scenario taking on roles as incident 
controller and first responders. 
The emergency services program is making a genuine difference to young people. On top of the practical and 
transferable life skills gained, centre staff have observed greater self-confidence and a sense of value amongst graduates. 
Importantly, young people are learning about emergency services volunteering from volunteers who give much to 
the community. The program can also lead to opportunities outside of detention, helping to put young people on 
a different path. Two recent graduates are already working with DFES youth programs staff after they expressed 
an interest in volunteering in emergency services. 
I would like to personally acknowledge and thank all emergency services staff and volunteers who dedicate time to the 
program. Many take leave from their jobs to help out. Thank you to the DFES volunteers from the State Emergency 
Service, the Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service, the Volunteer Fire and Emergency Services, Marine Rescue 
Western Australia, the volunteer bushfire service and staff from the career Fire and Rescue Service. Not only is this 
fantastic program helping graduates, but ultimately it is hoped that the community, too, will benefit from their life 
experience and perseverance. I hope this program will continue into the future and help graduates turn their lives around. 
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